Agricultural Scavenger Hunt
Remember when we looked at each other’s shirts to see where they were made? You will do a similar task with a trip to the grocery store or to your cupboard, pantry, refrigerator, or freezer. You may work with a partner, but you must equally share the responsibility and credit yourself with your portions of the project. 
A. Find at least 20 food items. Find a variety of items, such as vegetables, meat, eggs, dairy, drinks, grains, pasta products, fruits or fruit based products, etc. 
B. Answer the following questions about each item
1. What country (or state in the USA) is it from?

2. How many miles did it travel? By what kind of transportation?
3. What unique characteristics are provided on the label (e.g. wild caught, artificially flavored, naturally flavored, farm-raised, free range, grain-fed, organic, cage-free, etc.) Explain what the label means by these labels. 

4. What kind of cautionary labels did you find? (e.g. nuts or other products are processed in the same facility) 

5. Is there any evidence of the food being a genetically modified organism (GMO) or genetically modified free (GMF) Describe the position and size on the labeling.

6. In a paragraph discuss the labeling practices and whether they would influence you in purchasing the product.

7. What food item traveled the farthest or shortest distance? If it is locally produced, explain how each got from the producer to you.
C. Make a map of the origins of the foods you chose. Label the food and color the countries or US states on the map.

D. Choose at least 10 items and take photographs of the food packaging labels.

E. Choose 2 of the items that traveled the farthest and make an educated guess about the geographic processes involved in growing and transporting of these items. Write a paragraph about each of the items and apply the principles of von Thunen in your paragraphs.

F. Choose 1 item per person (be clear as to who is the author) to research and determine the growing conditions, transporting, and processing, including boxing, warehousing, and marketing. Cite your sources in MLA format at the end of your project. 
G. Turn your final project into Turnitin.com. Include a title page with you name(s) and class period

H. Bonus: 25 pts. for visiting a source where one of your items is grown/processed (home grown foods are not included)
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