AP Human Geography

Unit II Discussion Questions

 

1. What is meant by spatial interaction? 

a. According to Edward Ullman (1912-1976), spatial interaction is effectively controlled by three flow determining factors – explain (with a real-world example) each of these factors.

i. Complementarity

ii. Transferability

iii. Intervening opportunity

2. What variations in distance decay curves might you expect if you were to plot shipments of ready-mix concrete, potato chips, and computer parts?  What do these respective curves tell us about transferability?

3. How do crude birth rate and fertility rate differ?  Determine and explain which measure is the more accurate statement of the amount of reproduction occurring in a population.

4. Which demographic characteristics (such as rates of natural increase, crude birth, and crude death) prevail in the three regions with the largest numbers of refugees – the Horn of Africa, Afghanistan, and the Middle East?  Is large-scale forced migration alleviating or exacerbating population growth in these regions?  Explain.

5. Paul and Anne Ehrlich argue in The Population Explosion (1990) that a baby born in an MDC such as the United States poses a graver threat to global overpopulation than a baby born in an LDC.  The reason is that people in MDCs place much higher demands on the world’s supply of energy, food, and other limited resources.  Discuss your opinion regarding this view.

6. What policies should governments in MDCs pursue to reduce global population growth?  If an MDC provides funds and advice to promote family planning, does it gain the right to tell developing countries how to spend the funds and how to use the expertise?  Explain your answer with examples

7. Should preference for immigrating to the US and Canada be given to individuals with special job skills, or should priority be given to reunification of family members?

a. Should quotas be raised to meet increasing demand for both types of immigrants?  Why or why not?

8. What is the impact of large-scale emigration on the places from which migrants depart?  On balance, do these places suffer because of the loss of young, upwardly mobile workers, or do these places benefit from the draining away of surplus labor?  In the communities from which migrants depart, is the quality of life improved overall through reduced pressures on local resources or is it damaged overall through the deterioration of social structures and institutions?  Explain thoroughly.

At the same time that some people are migrating from less developed countries to more developed countries in search of employment, transnational corporations have relocated some low-skilled jobs to less developed countries to take advantage of low wage rates.  Should less developed countries care whether their surplus workers emigrate or remain as employees of foreign companies?  Explain in detail.

