Unit III. Culture


Study Questions: Cultural Patterns and Processes

1. Define culture. Provide some examples explaining the processes of cultural diffusion.

2. Why is the mosaic of language and religion of interest and value to the cultural geographer?

3. What are the major components that make up the definition of language?

4. What is a standard language?

5. Study the language map of Europe (Fig. 8.3) and explain how it is a diffusion model.

6. What are some of the theories of language diffusion? What analysis has Colin Renfrew, the British scholar, brought to the interpretation of the search for the source for a “superfamily” of languages?

7. What is toponomy? What does it reveal about the culture of a place?

8. Why are place names categorized?

9. Define religion. What are some of the ways religions manifest themselves within a culture?

10. Where are the source areas of the world’s major belief systems? Explain how they were diffused.

11. Provide examples to explain the differences between global and regional religions.

12. What is secularization? Why is it a topic of inquiry for human geographers?

13. Describe some of the cultural dimensions of some key gender issues that have geographic implications.

14. Describe how a cultural landscape can also be a symbolic landscape. Explain how such landscapes relate to popular and folk culture.

15. Provide some examples illustrating how culture and environment interact. Assess some positive and negative aspects of that interaction.

