Unit IV Discussion Questions

 

1. What are the differences between a state,  a nation,  and a nation-state?  Why is a colony not a state?  How can one account fro the rapid increase in the number of states since World War II?

2. Distinguish between centripetal and centrifugal political forces.  What are some of the ways national cohesion and identity are achieved?

3. In the Winter 1992/93 issue of Foreign Policy, Gerald Helman and Steven Ratner identified countries that they called “failed nation-states,” including Cambodia, Liberia, Somalia, and Sudan, and others they predicted would fail.  Helman and Ratner argue that the governments of these countries were maintained in power during the Cold War era through massive military and economic aid from the US or the USSR.  With the end of the Cold War, these failed nation-states have sunk into civil wars, fought among groups who share language, religion, and other cultural characteristics.  What obligations do other countries have to restore order in failed nation-states?  Explain your answer and use a present-day model.

4. How did Mackinder and Spykman (look in Fellmann) differ in their assessments of Eurasia as a likely base for world conquest?  What post-1945 developments suggest that there may be no enduring correlation between location and national power?  (think about how flat the world has become!)

5. Given the movement toward increased local government autonomy on the one hand and increased authority for international organizations on the other, what is the future of the nation-state? Have political and economic trends since the 1990s strengthened the concept of nation-state or weakened it?

6. The world has been divided into a collection of countries on the basis of the principle that ethnicities have the right of self-determination.  National identity, however, derives from economic interests as well as from such cultural characteristics. as language and religion.  To what extent should a country’s ability to provide its citizens with food, jobs, economic security, and material wealth, rather than the principle of self-determination, become the basis for dividing the world into independent countries?

