Unit V  Discussion Questions

 

 

1. What are the distinguishing characteristics of the economic systems labeled subsistence, commercial, and planned? 

a. Are they mutually exclusive, or can they coexist within a single political unit?

2. What are the ecological consequences of the different forms of extensive subsistence land use? 

a. In what world regions are such systems found? 

b. What, in your opinion, are the prospects for these land uses and for the way of life they embody?

3. What are some of the reasons that have been given to explain why some countries are developed and others are underdeveloped?

4. Why should any country of society concern itself wit technology transfer or with the technology gap?
a. What do these concepts have to do with either development or societal well-being?

5. Have both males and females shared equally in the benefits of economic development in its early stages?

a. Explain the principal contrasts in the status of women between the developed and developing worlds?

6. How does the core-periphery model help us understand observed contrasts between developed and developing countries?

a. In what way is circular and cumulative causation linked either to the perpetuation or the reduction of those contrasts?

7. China has relied on self-sufficiency to promote development, whereas Hong Kong ahs been a prominent practitioner of international trade. Explain how these two approaches have been reconciled since Hong Kong became part of China in 1997.

8. What obstacles do Eastern European countries face as they dismantle 40 years of communism and convert to market economies?

9. Review the concept of overpopulation (the number of people in an area exceeds the capacity of the environment to support life at a decent standard of living).  What agricultural regions have relatively limited capacities to support intensive food production?  What of these regions face rapid population growth?

10. How might the loss of farmland on the edge of rapidly growing cities alter the choice of crops that other farmers make in a commercial agricultural society?

