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7 Rostow’s Theory of Industrial Development

Human Geography

The following information corresponds to Chapter 26 in your textbook. Understanding history requires that you
identify the causes of past events and determine their effect on history. Usually and event, an idea, or a situation
results from several causes. Underlying causes are long-term, whereas immediate causes lead directly to an event.
Walter Rostow, a twentieth century economic historian, discussed that every society develops according to a
dynamic production pattern that consists of five stages.

How to Determine Cause and Effect:

1. Identify the main point of your study or reading.

2. Determine the underlying causes. For example,
did new ideas cause people to act in a particular
way?

3. Identify the immediate cause(s). For example,
did Britain first industrialize because they had a
surplus of workers from the countryside?

4. Formulate a conclusion about the significance of
the causes and effects of the historical event(s).

Developing the Skill:

Economists often wonder why industrialization
suddenly “takes off” at a particular time and place.
Read the following excerpt from Walter Rostow’s,
The Stages of Economic Growth:

“Now, why Britain? Why not France? ... The French
... were too rough with their Protestants. They were
politically and socially too inflexible, caught up ... in

political, social and religious revolution rather than
economic revolution. Moreover the French were
committed heavily to ground warfare in Europe; and
they cheated on shipping and naval strength ... when
ships mattered greatly ...

Britain alone was in a position to weave together
cotton manufacture, coal and iron technology, the
steam-engine, and ample foreign trade to pull it off.”

... a caste society. The best minds and spirits of
eighteenth century France ... had to think about

Applying the Skill:

Answer the following questions using the previous

reading, your text, and the chart below:

1. What were the underlying causes for France’s
inability to industrialize?

2. What were some immediate and underlying
causes for G.B. industrializing first? Include one
for each: political, social, economic, ethic.

3. Discuss at least two effects on society through the
process of industrialization.

4. Many nations are past Stage 5. Create your own
column entitled High Technology, depicting the
modern world. Use the chart below as a source.
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