Triumph and Tragedy in History

History Fair Guide to Success 2006 - 2007

1. Think about a historical topic that exemplifies BOTH Triumph and Tragedy that interests you. Consider family history, personal interests, local, state, or regional topics. 

2. The topic must be a historical event/period, which occurred at least 25 years ago (prior to 1981) to have balance between primary and secondary historical sources.

3. Brainstorm key words to use to research your topic. Why is your topic both a Triumph and a Tragedy?

4. How might you present your research? A dramatic presentation? An historical paper? A museum exhibit? A documentary? Each of these have certain strengths and restrictions for presenting your topic. Choose the one that best suits both you and your topic.

5. What skills do you have for each of the above presentation possibilities? If you want to create a documentary, do you know how to operate the necessary equipment? All projects must be totally student produced.

6. What is your goal? Do you want to go all the way to the National History Day at the University of Maryland in June? Would you like to complete in the Chiles History Fair, the Leon County District, or the Florida State fairs? Do you just want to complete the class requirement and earn a decent grade?

7. Do you want to work with a partner or group? Before you decide, consider the following;

a. Will a partner or group be willing and able to work together and arrange schedules to complete the project on time and well done?

b. Will a partner or group have the same work ethic and expectation for project grade as you do?

c. Are you willing to stick it out if things don’t go well with a partner or group?

d. Do you work better alone? Setting your own goals, work schedules, and controlling the outcomes.

8. Establish your calendar. Set aside time to locate resources, time to read and take notes from the resources, time to reason out your thesis (your position on your research and the intended direction of your project presentation), time to produce your project, time to review, revise, and refine your presentation. Be sure to keep the calendar of due dates in a place that keeps you on pace.

9. Stick to your calendar. Don’t procrastinate. 

10. Be a WINNER!

