Absolutism
Absolute Power: Having complete authority over the government and lives of the people

Divine Right: Believing that the authority to rule came directly from God

Balance of Power: A distribution of military and economic power that would prevent any one nation from dominating Europe

Limited Monarchy: A government in which a constitution or legislative body limits the monarch’s power

Habeas Corpus: No person could be held in prison without being charged with a crime

Instructions: The group will decide on individual tasks for the group members. Each person’s grade will depend on his or her presentation for the assigned task(s). Additionally, there will be an essay for the final assessment. YOUR presentation will prepare the class for writing the essay. 

Tasks:

1) Timeline: Create an illustrated timeline of events that relate to your assigned country. Be sure that it is large enough for the class to see. Use illustrations of major events to help the class understand the events. The group should identify dates together. It is YOUR job to complete and illustrate the timeline and to teach it during the presentation. Begin with 1520 and end with 1805 using a scale of one-inch equals 15 years. Indent one inch on each end.
2) Annotated Resumes: Identify the major monarchs (or significant individuals) of your assigned country and create an illustrated resume. (Each monarch gets one annotated resume). Include a-g (below) in this resume.
a. How did he or she centralize power in their country?
b. How did he or she ensure loyalty to the crown?
c. What position did he or she take on religion and how that did affect his or her rule?
d. How did he or she control the nobility?
e. How did he or she contribute to art, music, architecture, and literature?
f. What was his or her impact on the country’s economy?
g. Did his or her impact expand or contract under the time of reign?
Annotations: Handwrite notes at the end of the monarch’s resume as if you were the potential employer. These annotations would read between the lines and reveal the other side of the monarch (a resume lists good qualities; the annotations will list the rest). 
3) Visual: For a group with more than 5 members, the other members must research and create a visual for the major event in your section. This visual must include a written caption that explains its significance.

Prepare to teach the class using the timelines, resumes, and the information from each section. Each group member is responsible for teaching the assigned task and the information that relates to it. Every member is responsible for teaching the material for the absolutism SPRITE chart. Your presentation may use a poster board.
Each member of the group must have a completed SPRITE chart for your country. 
As you watch other groups’ presentations, you must complete the SPRITE chart for each country.
