Chapter 23 Reading Questions- The French Revolution and Napoleon

WRITE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS!   23.1 Page 651-655  The French Revolution Begins

1) What were the causes of the unrest in France prior to the French Revolution?

2) Describe the three estates.

A. The Clergy: 

B. The Nobles: 

C. The Third Estate: 

3) What new ideas set the stage for the French Revolution?

4) Explain how the following contributed to the French Revolution:

A. Economic Troubles:

Who worsened debt for France?

B.  A Weak King: 

5) What was the Estates-General? How were votes allotted, and why might that cause conflict?

6) What was the National Assembly and what was its effect?

7) What happened at the Bastille?

8) What did serfs do during the Great Fear? 

23.2 Page 656- 661  Revolution Brings Reform and Terror

1) What happened on the night of August 4, 1789? What was the effect?

2) Describe the constitution written in France in 1789. What was its slogan?

3) How did the National Assembly try to help the economic crises? What was the reaction of Catholic peasants?

4)  What was the result of Louis XVI’s attempt to escape Franc e?

5) What new things were created in the constitution of 1791? 

6) List and explain the political views of the factions in France after the new constitution.

7) What were the September Massacres? What was the cause?

8) What was the National Convention? What did it do?

9) How did the National Convention handle Louis XVI?

10) How did the Robespierre build a “republic of virtue?”

11) During the reign of terror, how were enemies of the Revolution dealt with? 

12) What was the fate of Danton?

13) How many people were killed during the Reign of Terror? For what kinds of reasons?

14) How did the Reign of Terror end?

22.3 Page 663-667  Napoleon Forges an Empire
1) What kind of childhood did Napoleon have? Describe his first chance to be considered a hero.

2) Who defeated Napoleon in Egypt? How did Napoleon save his reputation?

3) What is a coup d’etat? What situation made a coup d’etat possible for Napoleon?

4) What led to peace in Europe?

5) What steps did Napoleon take to restore France?

6) In actuality, what did the Napoleonic Code do?

7) How did Napoleon signal that he was more powerful than the church? 

8) What happened in the island of Saint Domingue?

9) Who was the only enemy of France after the series of war and peace treaties?

10) What is the significance of the Battle of Trafalgar?

11) What were the only exceptions to Napoleon’s empire in Europe?

22.4 Page 668-671  Napoleon’s Empire Collapses

1) Who did Napoleon marry? What was his son’s title?

2) Describe Napoleon’s 3 mistakes in his attempt to further his power. What went wrong?

A. The Continental System: 

B. The Peninsular War: 

C.  The Invasion of Russia: 

3) What was the fate of Napoleon after Prussia and Russia defeated his army?

4) When Napoleon escaped from Elba, what did he attempt to do? Was he successful? Where was he sent?

23.5 Page 672-675  The Congress of Vienna

1) What was the goal of the Congress of Vienna?

2) Who were the 5 major powers in Europe? Who was the most influential?

3) According to Metternich, what was the cause of Napoleon’s behavior? 

4) What four steps were taken to contain France and empower its surrounding nations?

5) What is legitimacy? How was it used?

6) How was the Congress of Vienna a political triumph?

7) After the Congress of Vienna, what kind of government did each country have?

8) What was the Holy Alliance and the Concert of Europe?

9) Could the Congress of Vienna stop further democratic ideals?

10) What “ism” did the countries that had been put under foreign control begin to experience?

