Photo Story: Events of the Cold War


Procedure: 
• Step One: Write the story 

Use time in class and at home to compose a narrative that summarizes your assigned event from the Cold War. Make sure the narrative flows well and check it for grammatical correctness. Revise the narrative until you feel confident that it is professional-sounding, historically accurate, and ready to be made into a movie. 

• Step Two: Prepare the story 

Print a copy of the final draft of your narrative from step one. 

Highlight key events for which you think you will be able to find pictures, maps, political cartoons, or other images that help to explain your Cold War event.. 

Use the PhotoStory storyboard to make a tentative diagram of which sentences will go with which photo. This will give you a general idea of how many images you will be using. Make sure there is a natural pause between each block of text. 

• Step Three: Gather images 

Because your story is a Cold War event, pictures will help convey an understanding of your topic to your audience. 

Supplement your pictures by searching the internet for other relevant photos. Try different search techniques and terms to find the best images. Set the search engine to only return large-sized pictures, because smaller sizes will appear blurry in your final project. 

Be sure to save all of your pictures in the same folder in the network share. 

Revise your diagram from step two so that you know exactly what you will say during each photo. 

• Step Four: Produce the Digital Story 

Open Microsoft Photo Story from the Start Menu. Select “Begin a new story” and click Next. 

Import all the pictures that you saved in step three (you can select them all at once) and click Next. 

Add effects to your photos if you think they will enhance your presentation. However, be careful because overdoing the effects will make your presentation appear amateurish. You may add a title to your opening and closing pictures. Click Next when finished. 

Now you can add narration for each photo. With your revised story from step three handy, click the red record button and read into the microphone. Be sure to use good tone like you are telling the story to a friend or an audience. Repeat this process for each photo. 

The program will automatically animate your pictures, zooming in or out and panning across the screen. If you would like to, try playing with the “Customize Motion” options for some of your photos. Click next when finished. 

Now you need to add music to your story. Click the “Select Music” button to browse to a music file (look in the General Student Share under Soundsabound), click “Create Music” to have the program generate music for you. After you add music, reduce the volume to a medium-low level so it won’t cover up your narration. Click next when finished. 

Click browse and save your movie using the default options. Click “Browse” to change the save location to your network folder. 

